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Referring to statements that "flying saucers" 
had been reported by a Naval aircraft, the Minister for the 
Navy (Mr, Francis) stated today that it was a fact that during 
a night cross country flight from the R.A.N. Air Station at 
Nowra on 31 at, August, last the pilot of a Naval aircraft, 
flying at 13,000 feet had observed lights on hie radar with 
vague shapes beneath. The lights had passed ahead of him 
at a very fast speed. He was at the time flying at a speed 
of 220 knots. The pilot had contacted Nowra and advised them. 
It was later ascertained that the only other 
aircraft in the vicinity was a T, A. A. convair. 

The report was pasBed by Naval Intelligence to 
R. A.A.F. Intelligence in accordance with the usual procedure 
for dealing with reports of Buch a nature. The reports are 
collated and examined at R. A. A, F, Headquarters, 
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DRAFT 



The Minister : 

The report in yesterday's Melbourne Herald re 
"Saucers" Is shown as being sent from Nowra by E. H. Cox. There 
la a further statement in an early Herald today 16th. December 
shown as having been originated at Sydney, and another in a 
later edition originating in Canberra. The latter says that 
the naval pilot who is alleged to have reported the "Saucers" is 
believed to be Lieutenant R. O'Farrell. It was in fact Lieutenant 
J, A. O'Farrell. 

The original report was sent by Nowra to the 
Director of Naval intelligence in Melbourne on 2nd. September, 

1954 and was passed to the Director of Air Force Intelligence 
who apparently collates such reports. Nothing developed from 
this one. 

The report from Lieutenant 0* Farrell read as follows 
"I have the honour ... »..••«•• I was indicating 220 knots." 

It was ascertained that the only aircraft in the 
area at the time was a T.A.A. Convair on a Northerly course. 
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THOSE SAUCERS BAFFLE 
NAVY EXPERTS 



SYDNEY, Today. — Naval authorities admitted today 
that they cannot find any "human source" for the "flying 
saucers" recorded on a radar screen at Nowra. 



At. the same t that 
the saucers were seen 011 
the screen a Sea Fury 
pilot reported saucer- 
shapes Hashing p a 5 t 
him * 

Authorities have con- 
firmed thai the pilot was 
■*a man of experience/' 
They paid they hud in- 
vestigated “every human 
scarce 11 but could nor logi- 
cal! v explain the shapes 
The mystery of the 
shapes If locked away in 
Naval files 

Top-secret 

Professor MesseiL or 
Sydney University* said 
I today that flying saucers 
seemed to be a top-secret 
military experiment. 

“No one la stupid 
enough to believe they 
come from outer space- 
but they could be a mili- 



tary development/' tie 

said. 

"There have been so 
many reports from ordin- 
arily reliable people that 
there could be something 
in them, 

In WASH INTON. Pru- 
dent Eisenhower said u>- 



ciEiv that a United States 
Air Force official had told 
him flying saucers did not 
come from outer spare 
The President, said tins 
at & Press conference. Tf? 
did not say whether he 
f .bought flying saucers 

1 existed. 
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two saucers 

.i' 

From K. H COS. 

NOWRA, Today. - — Two objects, 
believed fo be flying saucers, have been 
recorded by radar at the Nowra naval 

air station. 




This was revealed 
when the Minister for 
the Nevv, Mr Francis, 
visited the station today. 

A titivAi pilot, flying h 
mg] creator fighter from 
Canberra lo Nowra ms\ 
Fiiter dark a few days ago 
wa# Joined in the a Jr by 
fwo strang* aircraft re- 
sembling saucers. 

Me railed Nowra air con- 
trol to trace him by radar 
Nowra repo ried that the 
radar screen showed three 
aircraft flying together. 

The nnvai pilot idrpt.i* 
fled himself bv executing 
movement* in accordance 
with directions f com 
Nowra 

MUCH FASTER 

Hr later reported that 

tJi* two tmidentifled ob^ 
iects which flew m com- 
pany with him for mn* 
Lime were much Easter 
than hi* Fury fighter 
Hr- account of thf sub- 1 
sequent movement of ihc 
mysterious machine wan 1 
fully corroborated by radar 
records at Nowra 
No other plants fast 
enough to keep company 
with a 5ea Fun- were 
known to 1 in the Area 
nt the Mine 

The Identity nf Uie my^ 
tprtou* mnehmw ha* not 
been fhsrnvpmi 
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Radar report confirmed 

islpjlSTER SAYS 

SAUCERS 
WERE 




Canberra, Thursday 

FRANCIS, Navy Minister, tonight confirmed 
the sensational "flying saucers" report by a 
Royal Australian Navy pilot in The Argus 
yesterday. 

Mr. Francis said the pilot, in a Sea Fury, observed "two 
lights on his radar with vague shapes 
underneath" as he flew 13,000ft. 
above Goulburn, N.S.W. 

Officio! secrecy which hod surrounded 
the sighting for three months was broken 
when Mr, Francis and a group of Pressmen 
visited the Nowro IN.S.Wj naval station — 

H.M.A.S. Albatross. 



[ 






The Minister said: “It Is a fact that 
nn a night eross-e ountry flight from 
N’ntyra on August Zl, a pilot in a Sea 
Fury at 13,0110 feet above Goulburn 
observed two lights on his radar, with 
vague shapes underneath. 

“The lig’hts passed ahead of him at 
a very fast speed as he flew at Z2Q 
knots (just under 250 m,p,hJ. 

“The pilot made contact with Nowta 
and advised them. 

“It was later ascertained that the 
only other aircraft In the vicinity was 
a T.A.A. Convalr. 

“This was pasfifld by Naval Intelligence 
to H A.A.F iBtdligtttcF." said Mr Fraud* 

The plioi is believed to lw Lieutenant 
O'Farrelh formerly of Sydney, now sun tinned 
at. Nowta 

EKperlencod Naval airmen at Nauru d b- 
count the possibility that the shapes were 
unauthorised aircraft. 
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THOSE SAUCERS: THE 
MYSTERY DEEPENS 



i 



CANBERRA, Today* — The naval pilot- who wis 
"buzzed" by two "flying saucers" is believed to be Lieuten- 
ant R. O'Farrolf, of Sydney, But the authorities have not 
officially revealed the pilot's name* 



This Is parr of the 
hush-hush surrounding 
the tlirre -month -old 
saucer Incident 
ThL- hiisb-htfrti means 
That either the incident U 
not being treated semuiiy 
or It la under tmTJstlga- 
tion. 



Bur 



NSW, 

whrre 



offleers at Nmra, 
naval air station, 
the sBUccm were 
traced on n radar screen, 
are certain that two ob- 
jects wore neap the pilof 
This is a dear case in 
which ^objects" have been 



| independently 
for the radar r.< 



recoded, 
radar screen Eerrni 
exactly with the piloid re- 
port. 



The pilar., fearing that 
hr misfit he "ragged" m 
the wardroom nn hk rc 
turn If he. abruptly repnrt 
od flvint Murcrk railed 
\rmra by radio and i sited 
Whether the radar screen 
showed hb aircraft Hr 
Ka'e iU pnsilJnn. 

He received a reply That; 
the screen showed three 
| aircraft. 

i Nnura aakcff him to 

manoeuvre so that he could 

bo irien tlfied Hr did and 
? reply identifying his 
position 

Ho risked The subse- 
quent movement oi the 
tti%Tt©rjoti3 aircraft 



When he returned *o 
I mm his account of the 
movements nl J the twn nb- 
JeeLs agreed with tire radar 
report 

Naval autboritipfv aci- 
nut ted lodav that thev 
could not find any "human 
source" for ihe 




Navy finds. •• 

SAUCERS 
“ON OUR 
RADAR” 

T WO “flying saucers” 
have been recorded by 
radar at Nowra (N.S.W.) 
naval air station. 

Naval officers at Canberra and 
Nowra confirmed this last night. 

They said that the ‘‘saucers” (lew 
alongside a Navy fighter plane and were 
traced on the radar screen before dis- 



appearing. 



The vsancm'* id«n» 

' SHy is still a mystery. 

In Brisbane late las! 
night * t he Minister for 
the Navy, Mr. Francis* 
said: "This matter has 
not been mentioned to 
me. I will order an im- 
mediate investigation. 

The saucers appeared 
three months a go when 
a nav?y pilot was flying a 
single - sealer fighter 
from Canberra to Nowra. 

Just after dark tha 
pilot saw two strang* 
aircraft flying nearby. 

He told Nowra alt 
control about the mys- 
tery objects* 

Then three aircraft 
flying together showed 
up on the radar 

screen. 

Nowra direct ed Iha 
pilot to esecuie certain 
movements to Identify 
himself. 

He did so and th« 
saucers gradual ly drew 
away and vanished, 

All the movements 
were confirmed on tins 
radar screen. 



Secret 
weapons? ^ 

In Canberra last night 
senior Air Force officers 
warned that many ‘•dy- 
ing saucers" were likely 
to be reported In the 
next few weeks. 

They said that these 
would be guided alrcrafl 
and projectiles. 

But they refused ta 
confirm or deny that 
experiments bad been 
made with these pro- 
jectiles on the coast. 







If 






it; 

tbC <k • 



I 






g C.GZjLj l-^s^ 



Official 
report : 



NAVY SAW 



‘SAUCERS’ 



IN N.S.W. 






T WO "Flying Saucers" have been re- 
ported by a Naval pilot— and 
plotted on radar— over Goulburn, 60 
miles from Canberra. 



The pilot reported he hod seen the 
flash past his Sea Fury at supersonic speed. 



"saucers" 



“1 



first 
in the 
"flying 



The Navy report is the 
authenticated information 
world of the existence of 
saucers." 

But officials revealed yesterday 
that the incident occurred three 
months ago. 

A Navy pilot then reported to 
Nowra Navol air station that he 
had - seen two unidentified objects 
overtake his aircraft. 

When he saw the objects he 
asked the air station radar control 
to check their screens. 

The radar officers then reported 
back that they could see three 
objects on the radar screens in- 
cluding the See Fury, 

In a report to senior naval 
authorities, the radar officers said 
they were unable to identify the 
two other objects on the radar 
screen. 

The pilot's report said 
he was flying over Goul- 
btirn at 15,000 fact when 
he saw two lighted ob- 
jects flash past. 

He said they easily 
passed Ilk Sea Fury pro- 
peller - driven fighter 
which was capable of 
flying at least 450 m.p,h. 

The pilot reported the in- 
cident to Nowra radar offi- 
cers about 9JD p.tn, and 
radsr officcra, after a theca 
revealed that there were no 
other a iro raft in the vicinity 
at. that time, 

Navy pilots at Nowra and 
senior Navy men declare 
they are puraM by the 
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The pilot#, many of them 
with combat experience m 
Korea, discount the po^dbil- 
ttv that the two object 
could tin vc been unauthor- 
ised aircraft. 

0 Continued on Page 5. 
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Navy saw 
saucers 

^ Ccnt/nutid troqi Page 1 . 

In talk among themselves 
they refer to the “fly mg 
saucer Incident,* but, he- 
cause of the "tap secret M 
cl&sstflcatloa af the incident, 
new® of the occurrence has 
been kept from the public. 

Reports ct the Otiulhtint- 
Nowra incident are believed 
to hove bean sent to intel- 
ligence and technical bran- 
ch^ of all three services. 

The report follows situ liar 
reports aver the- pntx yem- by 
service and civilian pilots 
and by civilians who luiv* 
reported strange objects over 
Melbourne and other Hast 
Australian areas. 

There is now it special 
order l.o Navy and R.A.A F 
pilots to watch for unidenti- 
fied flying objects. 

It is believed that a spe- 
cial watch frft$ been insti- 
tuted on all radar aUtkms 
in Austral in. 
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Recipients plena? sideline points *f 
Interest . 



2 7 SEP 1954 



confidential 
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605/170/17- 

3 01 °i |loi|l 
6- OCi isfl 



D» A« P- I. 



The attached report* , forwarded by the ComnHodlag 
Officer, R.A.K. Air Station, N't*!*®, are paeaed for 
ItforviloB* 



2 m Xavestigatlon by this Division has shown that! 

(1) Lieutenant 0 'Farrell is an entirely 
credible wii-uess* 

(11) Witness saw a r'«n« as* wlAtvd *ltt» the 

lights, but e as unable to distinguish 

any fona. 

(Ill) Xt sas a clear starlit night with no noon* 

(if) Wltoeci was visibly ' shaken” by his 

experience, but remains adamant that 
he saw these objects* 



(y) There was no question of oollosloo 

between the two witnesses. 



(vi) There were do Naval or Air Foroe air- 
craft Id the area at the time, but 
there eaa a T. A.A. Convalr at 14,000 
feet 00 a Northerly oourse. 
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c ONFIl^ 

KDO/a* 



NTlAt i 

605/173/17* 



Karal intelligence Division, 



1st Dot oner 1954. 

QQ2|y i DMii 



Ooanandlng Officer, 

R« A* If 9 Alp B t & tlon | 

IfQWRA. K. 0.'^^ 

miDSWTiyi^iv chj:-C!t-. 

Your letter 261/1 or 6th &eptomoer, together 
with enclosures, sea forsarded on to sne by Captain (Air). 

2* It la advised that the reports have been passed 

to the Coonlttea which has been se\t up to oonaider suoh 
reports. The Committee desires to ejcprese its thanks for 
suoh a sell authenticated sighting. 



* /KcIm Adams) 

' ' Captain, 

PI raptor of NprH IntplUgpnn.. 
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unidentified OBJE CTS. 

(R.A.K. Air Station, Nus-r&'s letter No. £8l/l dated 6 September, 

XI. 



NO. 013/4/10- 



The Director of Naval Intellesenc e , 
Navy Office, 

KELHQ’JENE. 



Forwarded for infortnatior. . 

2. A copy of my reply to the Captain, N.A.S. Nowre, 

Is also enclosed. 




CGWllANDjfiH FOR 
QAITAIK UlRJ. a.O.I . 






Of 'ice of Captain (Air), 
R.A.N. Air Station, 
SCHOFIELDS, I’. 3. 



24 S£P ]954 
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Commontocaltlj of Australia. 

Erpartinftil of tiff Xa tiy. 



st orh 

3*nv to/. i 



Fram_ 



Eopal Australian 3)ab|>. 

TI:a J ptc-l-i, ■t.ii.' wt. tici., I* r Q-.:ra* 



Date — 

To 

Subject 



ptn ^o LJ taj:moer T 11 
Japtaln Ulrh ^ 



Reference No.. 



j X t jj.. . . . . 



Ux.JLJ 



TlLb'IED OJ3iniCT£ 



The attached reports are forrvarded for inf or lotion. 

a# It would be of interest to -mow if any 

aircraft we re operating in the vicinity of Gculburn. at tills 
height at this tine. 

o, Ko Naval air oraft were In the vicinity* 



inc i * 




CAPTAIN (aw) 

1 0 SEP 19&* 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Ho. 013/4/10 



Zi SEP ^ 



The Cai.tt.in, 
k.a.H. Air Station, 
HUlRA. K.S.h. 



OHUiflifflFliuj) OBJECTS . 



With reference to your letter £Sl/l dated 6 
September, 1954, it has been ascertained that there were 
no R.A.A.F. aircraft In the vicinity at the time but that a 
Convalr belonging to 3P. A. A. waa in that area at 14000 ft. on 
a Northerly course. 

2. Aircrew should be briefed to report by V.H.F. any 

unusual algntings on future occasions in order to assist In 
Identification *lth the minimum delay. 



(SGD 1 J. R VV. GBOVKS 

OGMUaHU&R FOR 
CRrT*l* UlKi. . .O.L . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



723 Squadron , 

R.A.N. Air Station, 
Nowra, 6C, 



«.a.w. 

2nd September, 1934* 



INCIDENT GN NIGHT CRlSS COUNTRY AT 19QQL 
3jB t AUGUST, 1954* 



I have the honour to submit the following report 
concerning an incident which occurred on 31st August during 
a night cross country flight from R.A.N. Air Station, Nowra* 



2* The route was Nowra - Young - 'femora - Yeas - Nowra, 
and the briefed height 13,000 feet. 



3> At 1636 1 made the following position report to Civil 
Air Radio Canberra, "Ausnav 921 contact Yaea at 13,000 feet 
estimating Nowra at 1920*. This was acknowledged by Canberra, 
and, when South West of Goulburn, I changed over to 143*64 ht/cb, 
723 Squadron exercise frequency, and contacted Nowra* 



4* After contacting Nowra at approximately 1910, I noticed 
a very bright light closing fast from "One o'clock". This bright 
light crossed ahead of me end continued to a position on my port 
beam where it appeared to orbit* At the same time 1 noticed a 
second and' similar light at "Nine o'clock", which made a pass 
about a mile ahead of me and then turned in the position where 
the first light was sighted* 



5* 1 contacted Nowra and asked if they had me on radar, 

hoping they would confirm that other aircraft were in the 
vicinity* They replied that they had 3 echoes and advised me to 
turn 18CP (Course;, to be identified if I required a homing. At 
this stage the two bright lights reformed at " Nine o'clock", 
from me and disappeared on a North Easterly heading. 

6* I saw no other lights end was only able to make out a 
vague shape with the white light situated centrally on top. Their 
apparent crossing speed was the fastest that I have ever exper- 
ienced, and at the time I was indicating 220 knots* — 



1 have the honour to be , 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J . A • Ao 1 FARRELL 
LIEUTENANT R.a.N. 




The Captain, 

R.A.N. Air Station, 
Nowra, 6C, 

N.S.W. 



Enclosure : Statement by Petty Officer (R.P.I.j JESSOF 



CONFlDfcH i irtL 



^07 aircraft 921 called up and asked if we 
had him on radar. After checking G.C.I. remote display. 

tW0 palnta appeared on the display approx- 
IrSthii 26 ? f e£rees 32 miles. After about 15 seconds 
til 0 !? ♦ appeared in the same vicinity. Cne appeared 

direction 0 ^ 1 " 8 toWarde base ' the °thera in a North Easterly 



About two minutes later 
If he wanted a bearing, so we 
was "Negative % so we did not 



we told 921 to fly 180 degrees 
could identify him. Hie reply 
track the paint® any further. 



Signed. K.E . J1SSCP. 
Petty Officer E.P.I. 



QQNFIDENTIAL 



oiREnca c* hAvw. iifituSiNCE 

fcrf/jfrf , 7 

COWflDEKTlAl HoJ ' ‘ 

i 1 1 J Qn r—r-rw- 



i t * • 



j~ '•• ;•■ _-L .. v :• juit. 



ubject 








TITLE OF OFFICER 
TO WOM FORWARDED. 


HTHlAlr . 


REMARKS. 


S&r*/ 


dt Vfe . 


ibir & - AClff * 

.1 . . . , fL*~, * 






(s4*4*fl<^ fct 4*^ ' nf 






A-. 








_ 






— 




































M- 







Recipients please sideline points of 
interest. 
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t^^fOYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY 



3 c/?q i o t 



no, 205/3D/1 




CONFIDENT IAL 



11 th June* 1954 



Naval Staff Office, 

agaaygng, 



Director of Naval Intelligence 
Naval Intelligence Division, 
Navy Office, 

MELBOURNE . S.C. 1. 



FLYING SAUCER REPORT 



A report has been received from Mr, E.G, Walker, 
Postmaster Denmark, W.A. , a member of the Coastwatchere, 
that an object was recently seen in the sky near Denmark 
by Mr. E.R. Tonkinson, postal clerk, and his wife. 
Details are as follows 



Description : The object was reported to be 



slightly larger than a Star and 
was seen low in the sky, just clear 
of a hill. it moved backwards and 
forwards without changing altitude and 
changed colour from Green to Blue, 

Red and White. After five minutes 
it disappeared rapidly below the 
horizon. 



2. No local R.A.A.F. aircraft was in the vicinity at the 
time. The matter has been reported to the R.A.A.F. Intelligence 
Officer who intends forwarding a questionnaire to Mr. Tonkinson. 



Time : - 



8* 1 5p«m„ Wednesday 9th June, 1954* 
W.S.W* of Denmark Towneite W.A. 



Place : - 




NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE. 
WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA. 



